Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


Message Text 


CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 LONDON 17529 131831Z 
15 

ACTION EUR- 12 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-04 H-02 INR-07 L-03 
NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 USIA-06 EB-07 
/066 W 

125747 

R 131818Z NOV 75 
FM AMEMBASSY LONDON 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 6525 
INFO AMEMBASSY BONN 
AMEMBASSY BRUSSELS 
AMEMBASSY COPENHAGEN 
AMEMBASSY DUBLIN 
AMEMBASSY THE HAGUE 
AMEMBASSY LUXEMBOURG 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 
AMEMBASSY ROME 
USMISSION EC BRUSSELS 
USMISSION NATO BRUSSELS 
USMISSION OECD PARIS 
AMCONSUL BELFAST 
AMCONSUL EDINBURGH 
AMCONSUL LIVERPOOL 

CONFIDENTIAL LONDON 17529 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PGOV, PINT, UK 

SUBJECT: 1974-75 PARLIAMENT ENDS 

REF: (A) LONDON 12220; (B) LONDON 17545; (C) LONDON 16631 

1. THE 1974-75 PARLIAMENT WAS PROROGUED NOVEMBER 13, 
LEAVING BEHIND AN UNEQUALLED RECORD OF LEGISLATIVE ACHIE- 
VEMENT, DAYS AND HOURS IN SESSION AND, PRESUMABLY, 

FATIGUE AMONG MPS (THE GUARDIAN LABELLED IT "THE SESSION 
THEY LOVED TO HATE"). THE FINAL SITTING OF THIS PARLIA- 
MENT WENT MUCH AS WE HAD ANTICIPATED (REF A). THE GOVERN 
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SAVE THE TRADE UNION AND LABOR RELATIONS BILL WHICH TRIG- 
GERED A CONSTITUTIONAL CRISIS WITH LORDS (REF B AND PRE- 
VIOUS). AMONG THE MORE IMPORTANT LEGISLATIVE ACTIONS 
COMPLETED IN THE WANING DAYS WERE: THE COMMUNITY LAND 
ACT; THE INDUSTRY ACT; THE PETROLEUM AND SUBMARINE PIPE- 
LINE ACT; THE SEX DISCRIMINATION ACT; THE EMPLOYMENT PRO- 
TECTION ACT; AND THE ACTS ESTABLISHING SCOTTISH AND WELSH 
DEVELOPMENT AGENCIES (A COMPLETE LISTING OF LEGISLATION 
ENACTED WILL BE FORWARDED BY POUCH). 

2. AS EXPECTED, THE AUGUST-SEPTEMBER HOLIDAY DID NOTHING 
TO IMPROVE THE EFFECTIVENESS OF THE OPPOSITION. MRS. 
THATCHER AND HER FRONT BENCH COLLEAGUES STILL APPEARED 
HEAVILY OUTGUNNED BY THE GOVERNMENT AND HAD LITTLE TO 
OFFER IN THE WAY OF ALTERNATIVE PROGRAMS, DESPITE MRS. 
THATCHER’S SUCCESSFUL VISIT TO THE U.S. AND HER ENTHUSI- 
ASTIC ENDORSEMENT BY THE CONSERVATIVE PARTY CONFERENCE. 
NOR WAS THERE EVIDENCE OF GREATER COHESION AMONG THE 
IDEOLOGICALLY DISPARATE OPPOSITION PARTIES. THE EXPERI- 
ENCE OF THE TRADE UNION BILL, WHICH WAS STOPPED THREE 
TIMES IN LORDS BY OVERWHELMING MAJORITIES, IS ILLUSTRA- 
TIVE: AT NO TIME IN THE BILL'S THREE TRIPS THROUGH COM- 
MONS DID THE GOVERNMENT'S MAJORITY DIP BELOW 16, AND IT 
USUALLY WAS IN THE 20 TO 30 RANGE. 

3. OUR EARLIER SPECULATION AS TO THE CONTENT OF THE 
QUEEN’S SPEECH WHEN SHE OPENS THE NEXT PARLIAMENT NOVEM- 
BER 19, APPEARS TO REMAIN VALID, EXCEPT THAT THE TRADE 
UNION BILL WILL BE ADDED TO THE LIST OF PROPOSED LEGISLA- 
TION. WE ALSO EXPECT HER ADDRESS WILL PLACE GREATER EM- 
PHASIS ON ECONOMIC ISSUES. ESPECIALLY THE GOVERNMENT'S 
INTENTION SHARPLY TO REDUCE PUBLIC SPENDING IN THE 1977- 

80 TIMEFRAME. THIS LATTER MATTER, TOGETHER WITH THE DE- 
VOLUTION WHITE PAPER AND BILL (WE UNDERSTAND THE GOVERN- 
MENT IS TENTATIVELY SCHEDULING 28 FULL DAYS OF DEBATE ON 
DEVOLUTION - REF C), ARE EXPECTED TO MAKE THE NEXT PAR- 
LIAMENT PARTICULARLY CONTENTIOUS, EVEN BY RECENT STAN- 
DARDS. SPIERS 
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